TECHNICAL guidelines on transboudary movementS of e-waste and the distiNction between waste and non-waste

The Open-Ended Working Group of the Basel Convention (OEWG), at its seventh session in May 2010, agreed on the development of technical guidelines on transboundary movements of e-waste. The OEWG requested the Secretariat of the Basel Convention to develop a table of contents for these technical guidelines for publication on the Basel Convention website by 31 May 2010. Parties and other interested stakeholders were also invited to provide comments on the table of contents, which is annexed to this note.

The proposed structure of the above-mentioned draft follows the structure of other Basel Convention technical guidelines, e.g. technical guidelines for the environmentally sound management of wastes consisting of, containing or contaminated with persistent organic pollutants. However, the technical guidelines on e-waste only address issues related to transboundary movements and the distinction between waste and non-waste. Therefore, sections that specify management practices for e-waste are not included, as they will be included within other guidance documents currently under development, e.g. for mobile phones and personal computing equipment.

Documents that will be assessed when preparing the first draft of the technical guidelines will include, as a minimum:

· Guidelines for the transboundary movement of collected mobile phones (version March 25, 2009) as developed within project 2.1 of the Basel Mobile Phone Partnership Initiative
;
· Revised Correspondents’ Guidelines N° 1 of July 12, 2007 on Shipments of Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment (WEEE), developed by the European Union
.
The OEWG agreed on the following steps and timeline for the technical guideline development process:

· Comments and suggestions on the draft table of contents to be submitted until 30 June 2010;
· Development and publication on the Basel Convention website of a first draft of the technical guidelines, taking into account the comments received on the draft table of contents, by 31 July 2010;
· Comments on the first draft of the technical guidelines to be transmitted by 30 October 2010 for publication on the Basel Convention website;
· Subject to the availability of funding, preparation and publication on the Basel Convention website of revised draft technical guidelines, taking into account comments received, by 31 January 2011;
· Submission of the draft technical guidelines and the comments received on this draft to the tenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties for its consideration and possible adoption.

Parties and other interested stakeholders are therefore requested to provide comments on the draft table of contents and to forward any relevant information and studies that could help in the development of the technical guidelines to the Secretariat of the Basel Convention by 30 June 2010.
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